
Know the damage
Fall armyworm larvae can cause different types of feeding damage as they grow.

First instar
Window-pane

Second - third instar
Window-pane and small 

holes

Third - fourth instar
Shot holes, tattered 

leaves & whorl damage

Advanced 
Whorl/growing point

Is it fall armyworm?
Look for these three key identifications.

2. Four trapezoid patterned dots on the 
body segments.

1. A distinct ‘Y’ on the head leading into the 
dorsal line.

3. Four pronounced dots in a square 
pattern at the rear.

Other pests may share a similar 
identification but not all three key 

markings together.
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